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July 6: At a Port-au-Prince press conference, leaders from the Lavalas movement (avalance in
Creole), announced that deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide plans to create a "presidential
commission" to participate in negotiations "with all those interested in establishing a democratic
society in Haiti." The Lavalas grassroots movement supported Aristide's candidacy for president.
(See NotiSur 07/07/92 for details of Aristide's proposal for a return to democracy and related
developments.) Catholic priest Antoine Adrien said Lavalas movement leaders "reject any
negotiations with the new Prime Minister Marc Louis Bazin," since the appointment was "illegal."
Adrien said all issues are negotiable, with the exceptions of respect for the constitution and for
the results of the December 1990 elections. Adrien, who will lead the negotiating team, said
representatives from the military will be invited to participate in the talks. He said the Lavalas
movement rejects the "tripartite agreement" under which Bazin was appointed prime minister,
supporting instead the Feb. 23 accord under Organization of American States (OAS) auspices. The
February accord included the appointment of Rene Theodore as prime minister. Adrien added
that Aristide would return to Haiti once the talks were complete. According to humanitarian
organization reports cited by the Inter Press Service (IPS), 100 Haitian refugee children from the
camp in Guantanamo, Cuba, arrived in Massachusetts. The recent arrivals brought the number of
Haitian refugee children in the US to about 400. The majority are between the ages of 15 and 17.
Amnesty International spokesperson Michael Levy told IPS that children have been the primary
victims of government repression in Haiti since the September 1991 coup. In a radio broadcast,
Bazin expressed willingness to hold talks with Aristide in the Dominican Republic. Bazin said
relations with Aristide and supporters had improved since his previous offer to meet with Aristide
"wherever, whenever, and without conditions." Bazin imposed three conditions on the negotiations:
support from the international community for the negotiation process, setting aside of "personal
interests by the different political families," and an end to the trade embargo against Haiti. Next,
Bazin promised to guarantee freedom of the press, and offered to arrange talks with the owners of
three private radio stations closed down by the military. July 7: Bazin called for close cooperation
between the private sector and the government in order to end the political crisis. He added that
several legislative reforms will be introduced in the near future aimed at providing incentives to
foreign and domestic investment, and increasing public sector efficiency. In Washington, Jean
Casimir, Aristide's ambassador to the US, called for international observers to oversee the country's
return to democracy. Casimir also expressed concern for the safety of the Aristide negotiation
commission in Haiti. [Since the Bush administration does not recognize the government in
Port-au-Prince since the coup, Aristide appointees continue to function as Haitian government
representatives in Washington.] July 8: The OAS announced that a special "preliminary mission"
would depart immediately for Haiti. The mission's objective is to lay the groundwork for a visit
by OAS Secretary General Joao Baena Soares, and another "phase" of an OAS "democratization
mission." An OAS delegation visited Haiti immediately following the Sept. 30 coup in an attempt
to quickly mediate an end to the nation's political crisis. In Santo Domingo, Guy Alexandre,
ambassador to the Dominican Republic under Aristide, told reporters that Haiti "could erupt in civil
war or an armed international conflict" if the military continues to support Bazin as prime minister.
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Alexandre is recognized by Dominican President Joaquin Balaguer as the head of the Haitian
diplomatic mission in Santo Domingo. According to Alexandre, Bazin's only supporters are "those
social groups which endorsed the coup." He added that Bazin cannot effectively rule the country,
"even if he receives international recognition." July 9: Pentagon spokesperson Pete Williams
reported that 233 of the 394 Haitian refugees at the camp in Guantanamo, Cuba, are infected with
the Human Immuno-deficiency Virus (HIV). Williams said an additional 56 refugees are relatives of
HIV victims. The remaining 105 refugees, he added, are waiting to be sent to the US. According to
Williams, although US law prohibits the entry of foreign nationals infected with HIV, the Attorney
General can make exceptions for "humanitarian purposes," such as uniting members of a family.
Williams said the fate of the HIV victims in Guantanamo is in the hands of the US Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS). According to Dominican daily newspaper El Nacional, a Haitian judge
and a prosecutor crossed the border and requested political asylum in the Dominican town of Pedro
Santana. The two refugees said they were labeled "Aristide collaborators," and thus faced death
in Haiti. Both said their homes had been burned to the ground by soldiers. July 13: In Nashville,
Tennessee, Aristide received an award from the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) "for distinguished service in defense and promotion of freedom, justice
and peace in the world." July 15: In Port-au-Prince, soldiers and plainclothes police used batons and
gunfire to break up an anti-government demonstration by medical students. Next, about 60 heavily
armed police interrupted a meeting of over 300 students organized by the National Federation of
Haitian Students (FENEH). At least seven students were injured and around 20 were arrested. In an
interview broadcast by independent Radio Metropole, Aristide's negotiation committee coordinator
Antoine Adrien reiterated refusal to negotiate with representatives of the Bazin government in
the Dominican Republic. Bazin had previously announced willingness to participate in such talks.
Adrien said the talks would be held in Haiti. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 07/09/92, 07/10/92;
Notimex, 07/13/92; Inter Press Service, 07/06/92, 07/07/92, 07/15/92; Agence France-Presse, 07/07/92,
07/08/92, 07/15/92; Associated Press, 07/15/92)
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